My Town
Information

AR

k¥

F<

t&EUH EFF1-11-1

L THIE, JEXDRERRIL L XROEDORR & UTHRENIXD T VR
T, fHNICIE, BRIV RRRHE L EZRLMRME > T T,

Hokutopia Hokutopia, a symbolic tower of Kita City, was built as a center for the promotion of
industry in the city and residents’ culture. The many facilities include halls and meeting rooms.
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O-Fuji-san

During the Edo period (1603-1868), when worship of Mt. Fuji became popular,
Fuji Ko (Fuji worshippers) built a mound to represent Mt. Fuji and worshipped
it as if it were Mt. Fuji. Even today, a festival is held on the day when the
mountain-climbing season officially opens, and people crowd round the many
stalls lining the road.
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Jujo Ginza Shopping Street
Jujo Ginza Shopping Street, which boasts the largest number of shops in Kita
City, also has the reputation for the wide selection of goods and reasonable

prices. The arcades are always crowded with shoppers.

Nanushi-no-Taki Park (Nanushi Falls Park) The Nanushi Falls boast one of
the largest waterfalls in Tokyo, Odaki waterfall, 8 meters in height, and three other waterfalls,
the Medaki waterfall, Dokko waterfall and Yugyoku waterfall. Nanushi Falls Park is a garden
for strolling that skillfully utilizes and incorporates the views of these waterfalls as well as

Zelkova, Japanese Hackberry, Castanopsis and more than 100 Yama-momiji that grow on the slopes. ﬁﬁiﬁ%% (P+x2-17-6)
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Chuo Park There are about 190 cherry blossom trees as well as an artificial
stream complementing the magnificent greenery of the park. This is a multipurpose
park with an adjoining baseball field and tennis courts. People gather to see the
cherry blossoms in spring and children fill the air with their laughter as they play in
the water on hot summer days.

A building, which later became the Culture Center, was built in the park in 1930. It
is very impressive with its white walls and western style construction and is often
used as a location for television dramas.
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The Shinohara Engeijo Theater opened in 1951 and is currently the
oldest taishu (popular) professional drama theater in Tokyo. It is loved by
the local residents, and there is even a street named after it, “Engeijo-
dori”. The theater has many ardent fans and long lines stretch from the
entrance on performance days.
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The closed-down junior high school building has been reborn as
Banknote & Postage Stamp Museum a center of culture and arts. Many venues (a studio and an atelier,
This is the museum of the National Printing Bureau that manufactures banknotes and etc.) are available for rent on an hourly basis for activities such as
postage stamps. This museum introduces the history and techniques of banknotes and theatre, dance, music and art.

postage stamps, such as the introduction of printing technology and watermark to prevent

counterfeiting, from the viewpoint of manufacturers.
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Akabane
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Akabane Nature Observatory Park, Kita City Farmer’s Life in Olden

Times Experience Facility Pplants that grow indigenously in this area are preserved and cultivated and visitors can familiarize

themselves with nature in the park. The park is also adjacent to the Matsuzawa’s old residence (Kita City Farmer’s Life in Olden Times
Experience Facility), which is a tangible cultural property designated by the City. Visitors look at and learn about old-style farmhouses there.
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Ukima Park when you get off a train at Ukimafunado Station, greenery and
water spreads in front of your eyes. It is the park that was developed around the
Ukima Pond, which boasts a size of about 40 thousand square meters. You can
hear the children splashing water in the pond in summer. In fall you can enjoy
leaves of autumn colors and in winter flying migratory birds such as wild ducks.
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Arakawa Museum of Aqua (amoa) This museum contains a gallery, exhibits, a

library hall and other facilities that provide all kinds of information about the Arakawa River. It
also hosts a range of workshops throughout the year.
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Akabane Suzuran-dori Shopping Street  Akabane is a representative commercial center

of Kita City, with many shopping districts around the station. Among them is Akabane Suzuran-dori
Shopping Street (LaLa Garden), having the largest arcade in height and width in Kita City.
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Akabane Ichibangai Shopping District This is a shopping district of hustle and bustle. People
flock together even from afar seeking for the attractiveness of famous stores, including taverns with the good old
atmosphere of the Showa period.
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Akabane Gymnasium

This newest gymnasium in Kita City was opened in February 2017. Itis a universally designed
barrier-free facility that introduced training machines to prevent nursing care and sports
instruments for children, so that everyone can casually enjoy sports.
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Akabane Sports-no-mori Park This park has been opened as a center of sports and healthy living for city residents. Visitors can
enjoy playing sports such as soccer and ground golf on the outdoor athletic field lined with artificial turf. In addition, there is also the “Fureai
Hall", a multipurpose indoor facility that can be used for gatherings, meetings and light indoor sports.

The “Kusappara Open Space” features a garden path that circles the park, fitness equipment, as well as playground equipment for children.
The park offers a place where anyone can come to gather and to improve their health as well as a place that offers disaster prevention
functionality in times of disaster.
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Japan High Performance Sport Center

The base for the training of top athletes in the international
competition and the research and support programs in sports
medicine and science is “Japan High Performance Sport
Center (HPSC)". HPSC comprises “Japan Institute of Sports
Sciences (JISS)" and “AJINOMOTO National Training Center
(NTC)". Other than those, there are a dedicated soccer stadium
AJINOMOTO FIELD NISHIGAOKA and futsal courts and
outdoor tennis courts available to the public. In September
2019, the new base “AJINOMOTO National Training Center
East” was opened.
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Takinogawa
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to the elderly, as a place of relaxation where the abundant greenery centers
on flowers and fruit trees, the pond has its large waterfall, and the river
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(1,500 k). The park is also equipped with disaster prevention facilities, including an
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Nishigahara Minnano-koen Park The characteristic of this park is a
large lawn square where people can enjoy themselves freely but also in fact, it is well
equipped with disaster prevention facilities. There are state-of-the-art disaster prevention
facilities, including disaster toilets, disaster pergola, oven benches, emergency wells,
and earthquake-resistant water storage tanks. In addition, playground equipment is
arranged so that emergency tents can be set up without problem.
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Nishigahara Ichirizuka  The Ichirizuka are tumuli that are built on both sides of the road, 1 ri
(approximately 4km) apart. This mound was brought to the brink of removal due to laying Tokyo Shiden
in Taisho Period, but people succeeded in preserving it by owing to the efforts of local residents, etc.
represented by Eiichi Shibusawa.lt is said that there were 18 locations within Tokyo 23 City, but there are

now only 2 locations, Nishigahara and Shimura in Itabashi City, which still remain in the same locations
as when they were built. They are designated as a national historic site.
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Memorial Tower to Isami Kondo and Shinsengumi

(the shogunate police and military force in ancient Kyoto)

The tombstone was erected in 1876 by Shinpachi Nagakura as a memorial to Isamu Kondo,
Toshizo Hijikata, and other fallen members of the Shinsengumi. A memorial service is held on or
near April 25, the anniversary of Kondo's death. The memorial was designated a tangible cultural
property by Kita City in 2003.
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Akagami Nio

A pair of statues that stand guard in front of Tokakuji Temple is known as “Akagami Nio". These are stone
statues of Deva Kings (Kongo-rikishi) fashioned by the monk Sokai in 1641 in order to suppress a plague.
It is said that if you paste a piece of red paper on the body part where you have a health problem and pray,
you will be healed. It is customary for people who have recovered from illness to make offerings of straw
sandals. These statues are designated Kita City tangible folk cultural properties.
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Shimofuri Ginza Sakae-kai Shopping District

Stores on either side of a narrow road sell everything from fresh food to daily
necessities. This is an indispensable shopping district where people living in the
neighborhood can do their shopping easily.

In the spring an event called the “Mystery Walk Around the Town of the Famous
Detective Mitsuhiko Asami” is held, in which people walk around the district of
Nishigahara and solve puzzles. Many people take part from around the country.
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Tabata Memorial Museum of Writers and Artists

After opening the Tokyo School of Fine Arts (present name: Tokyo University of the Arts) in
Ueno, 1889, young artists started to move to Tabata to be near Ueno. For example, in 1900
Kosugi Hoan [Painter], in 1903 Itaya Hazan [Ceramicist] and so on, moved in.

Akutagawa Ryunosuke [Novelist] moved to Tabata in 1914 and Muro Saisei [Poet, Novelist]
moved to there in 1916 to be followed by many novelists and poets.

The trajectory of these artists and writers can be seen from the works and materials that are

exhibited in Tabata Memorial Museum of Writers and Artists. 2 BRORETER
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