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Eiichi Shibusawa is the creator of modern Japanese society. He spent his life in Asukayama from 1901 to 1931 when he passed
away. Old Shibusawa Garden, which is on a site of Asukayama Park, is part of the remains of the residence. Nowadays, the two
histric landwarks, “Bankoro Cottage” and “Seien Bunko Library”, made in the Taisho Era and designated as national important
cultural properties, remain today as they were, together with the garden.

PEINOGE 1840 (KfE11) ~ 1931 (H16)

MK, BHEOH T E L, TSR G T (ST {1 7.
BICHABEOMIC L U TEBLIRITHIESEOMONTICES #EDb D X Uiz, %, BREBRHFEA
LLTH OMRSHERTL, FTHL LI, HARIDRAORIE, RIS
TR L, B infMbzHIELE L,

Eiichi Shibusawa : 1840 — 1931

SREMEEE  Ejichi Shibusawa, born in present Saitama Prefecture, served the 15th and last Tokugawa Shogun
Yoshinobu and then worked for the Meiji Government where he was deeply involved in the establishment of monetary and
banking system. Later, as a businessperson of the private sector, he founded and brought up many joint-stock companies,
as well as making his endeavors to develop social welfare and education and in private diplomacy, thereby aiming for
social prosperity and modernization.

The eighth Tokugawa Shogun Yoshimune planted
cherry trees and made it open to the public for the
enjoyment of common people of Edo. In 1873,
this place was designated as the first park of our
country. Even now many people visit here as a
scenic spot of cherry blossoms. The three
museums are also worth visiting: i.e., “Kita
City Asukayama Museum” that introduces
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the history, nature and culture of Kita
City, “Paper Museum” as the world’s
leading museum specializing in “paper”,
and “Shibusawa Memorial Museum”
that exhibits materials related to Eiichi
Shibusawa who laid the foundation of
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Bankoro Cottage This is a western-style tea house, gifted in 1917 to
celebrate Eiichi's 77th birthday and used to entertain honored guests who
Ny visited Shibusawa’s residence. Respectfulness to Eiichi are seen here and
h there, like the Japanese character “Kotobuki” made of tiles and the lighting
equipment with the design of a crane that prays for longevity.
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Seien Bunko Library seien Bunko Library was the gift to
concurrently celebrate Eiichi's 80th birthday and his promotion to viscount
in 1925. It was used as a library and place to attend on guests. Elaborate
designs are must-see items, like colorful stained glass and decorative tiles
featuring the Shibusawa’s family crest as a motif.
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Asukayama's
three museums
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Kita City Asukayama Museum
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Otonashishinsui Park
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Otonashishinsui Park is considered one of Japan’s top 100 city parks
for its reproduction of the Gongen-no-Taki waterfall, one of the seven
Oji waterfalls that were once located near the park, its rebuilt Funakushi
Bridge originally constructed in 1907, and its cherry blossom trees.
The andon-style lanterns throughout the park have received a national
handcraft award and make this an attractive place for strolling at night.
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Central Library

This is a stay-style library on a basis of lifelong learning in Kita City
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as well as free space. This library is the center of lifelong learning
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restrooms that are easy to use for disabled persons. The building
itself was built in 1919 and was a brick warehouse for the imperial
army. It is a building that is both stately and modern and is also
known as the “Red Brick Library”.
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In the Donald Keene Collection Corner, we have displayed the books that were donated by
Mr. Keene from January 2013. You can freely browse the valuable books with the writings
of Mr. Keene in the collection chamber. To help you to understand the brilliant achievement

of Mr. Keene, who is an honorary resident of Kita City, it is an appropriate space that gives
you the chance to start to become familiar with Japanese literature and classical literature.
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Kyu-Furukawa
Gardens
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There is a beautiful harmony between the British-style building and
Western-style garden designed by Josiah Conder, the British architect
who also designed the Rokumeikan in Hibiya, and the Japanese
garden designed by Ueji, the famous Kyoto landscape gardener. In
January 2006, the Kyu-Furukawa Gardens were designated as a
national place of scenic beauty. In spring and autumn, approximately
100 varieties of 200 strains of rose blossom here, and many people

REIFCO, EHIHALEZLDOANIINET, visit from both near and far.
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The First Factory
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This is the experimental sake brewery of the National Research Institute of
Brewing, also known as “Red Brick Sake Brewery”, established by the Meiji
Government in 1904 for the purpose of improving brewing technique and
quality of sake. The building was designed by Yorinaka Tsumaki, who was
one of the most famous architect in the Meiji era, by referring German beer
brewery. It has been designated as an Important Cultural Property of Japan
in 2014,

IEI@LJE&PE
£—-115
(EEJIIE 6-30)

%
&5
&

N
7
~m

SRR

Ay <

1

Akasuimon

N O
\-\’C:»\'\'

~ =
o

Il e

bl o [BEiRKPT

TRl HBER (ﬁ355 41 ih5E)
AR S5 50RIAR

TAS TR

WRHER S
Sy SRR

[HAFKMEZ OMBENE S RICTEBENTWVWA T A5 Because the former lwabuchi floodgates are painted red, the
[AR7K I <‘: W) BMRTHUTDO ALICEHLEN TV E -g— [y local people affectionately refer to them as “Akasuimon” or

“the Red Floodgates”. These floodgates were built in 1924
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Tokyo Sakura Tram

(Toden Arakawa Line)

floodgates are no longer in use and have been replaced by
the new blue Iwabuchi floodgates located downriver.
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Toden Arakawa Line was first operated by Oji Denki Kido Co., Ltd (Oden) but was merged into Tokyo Shiden
in 1942, then ending up being the only remaining Toden line in service in Tokyo since 1972. There are 6 stops
in Kita City. The landscape of the town where a Toden tram runs somehow makes you feel at home.
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